
VERBATIM TRANSCRIPTION OFTHE PUBLIC PART OF FYLDE BOROUGH COUNCIL'S
SPECIAL FINANCE AND DEMOCRACY COMMITEE 22 JULY 2019 at 6:30 pm

Chairman: Cllr Karen Buckley
Mr Turner. Member of the public
Chief Executive: Allan Oldfield

Chairman:
Good evening everybody, may I call the meeting to order, and welcome everybody to this special meeting of the
Finance and Democracy Committee this evening?

First of all, please, do excuse me for just sucking a mint. I've got a tickly cough and I don't want to cough at you so
please excuse me doing that.

Thank you ever so much for members of the committee, I think, oh, Cllr Aitkin, if members of the committee could
please sit in this, on this side, that's really helpful to me. And then other members that are here may wish and are
allowed to contribute, on that side. Thank you so much. That's just really helpful for me to practically manage the
meeting.

Welcome also to members of the public. First of all we do have before we start the meeting, we do have the Public
Platform, and I understand Mr Turner would like to address the meeting, and is welcome to do so. You have three
minutes to speak, and if you would like, if you would speak from the lectern, you're very welcome to do so.

Mr Turner:
Now?

Chairman:
Yes please.
[Pause whilst Mr Turner walks to the lectern]
A little microphone button, you will find pressing that will turn green, and then you're off. OK.

Mr Turner:
Good Evening. I'm sure you're all aware of Francesca Quint's Opinion that Lytham Institute is a charity.

She based her opinion principally on this history of the Institute, [Mr Turner held up a copy of his book 'The Story of
Lytham Institute and its Library'] which I'm currently bringing up to date with the help of the Freedom of Information
Act.

From this, we now know that as long ago as 2012 Fylde were urging the County to close Lytham Library, so that
they could dispose of the Institute.

We also know that in September 2017, the Chief Executive and the Leader of the Council met the County, and
suggested that they put the library in the Assembly Rooms.

Fylde have confirmed that this meeting took place; say they have no record of who initiated it, or what was
discussed.

The County say the same.

So this crucial meeting took place without either Fylde or the County having a record of it, or so they tell us.

In June last year, the County duly chose the Assembly Rooms, on a recommendation from their officers which was
a total travesty. They compared the cost of a 160 square metres in the Assembly Rooms with 460 metres in the
Institute. Three times as much, and came up with annual costings of £22,000 against £45,000. There was no
attempt whatever to compare like with like.

In March this year, when the Charity Commission informed Fylde of Mrs Quint's Opinion, Fylde should at once have
stopped the Assembly Rooms scheme. They couldn't sell the Institute; there was no point in moving the library out.
On the contrary, as Trustees, they should have be doing everything in their power to keep the library, which was the
Institute's main source of revenue.

Instead, Fylde rushed through an amendment to the Assembly Rooms lease which, in effect, made a present to the
Town Trust of £22,000 a year of public money which should have come to the Institute.



This was done without the approval of any committee or the town council, but by officers claiming delegated
powers.

Some see that as an abuse of those powers.

It was certainly an abuse of democracy.

Chairman: [Interrupting]
'Mr Turner, you've had three minutes will you wrap up please?

Mr Turner:
Yes, I've not much more to say.

Fortunately for democracy, the Institute is now subject to charity law which requires transparency and consultation,
so I ask you from now on, to conduct the affairs of the Institute honourably and openly, in consultation with the
Friends of the Institute who represent the community to whom the Institute belongs.

It's time for a new start, and an end to the intrigue and duplicity that produced this unseemly stitch-up.

Chairman:
Thank you Mr Turner. Thank you very much.

I'm not aware of anyone else who wishes to speak in the Public Platform part of the meeting, so we move on to item
number one, which is Declarations of Interest. Does any member have a declaration of interest to declare? [pause]
No; thank you very much.

Item number two is the approval of the minutes of our last meeting on the 24th June, as previously circulated.
Those members who were present at that meeting, may I have a proposer for that, thank you Cllr (indistinct name),
and seconder Cllr (Indistinct name) so all those present who are happy to approve those minutes please show?
Thank you.

Item number three is sustitute members - Chief Executive;

Chief Executive:
Thank you Chair, we have two substitutions this evening, Cllr Nash for Cllr Settle, and Cllr Harrison for Cllr Withers.

Chairman:
Thank you very much and welcome councillors.

Item number 4 then is exclusion of the public. Note what Mr Turner has had to say to us.

Item number 4 exclusion of the public, we are asked to pass this motion, and my advice is due to the fact that we
have been advised that it is legally priviledged that we're looking at, we're considering a Counsel's Opinion, and that
is the reason to exclude the public and it is appropriate to do so.

Does anybody wish to speak to that? - Councillor Collins, then Councillor Redcliffe

Councillor Collins:
Thank you Chairman. We haven't had a proposition yet, so I propose that the public are not excluded from the
meeting, on the grounds that the business to be discussed should not be considered to contain exempt information
as defined under paragraph 5 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, and that the Audit and
Standards Committee be requested to review the procedure rules regarding exempt, and confidential information.

On the 12th July, members of this committee received an email. There was four attachments, two relating to the
Constitution.

One, relating to Part 5 of the Constitution relates to Confidential Information.

But this is not Confidential information, this is Exempt Information, so you can disregard that attachment to the
email.

Part 4 of the Constitution - part 4e, 10.1 - relates to Confidential Information where the public *must* be excluded.



That is irrelevant today.

Part 4 in 10.2 - Exempt Information, the public *may* be excluded, and it's down to this Committee to decide
whether to exclude them or not.

There are seven reasons why the public may be excluded or should be excluded. The one today, in this -
information in respect of which a claim to legal professional priveledge could be maintained in legal proceedings.

Now the last three words are crucial: 'in legal proceedings.'

Our officers have considered three legal opinions, Moffat, Quint and Moffat again, prior to writing their report, and
I'm sure they've considered the legal opinions very carefully before arriving at their recommendations.

I think it would be reckless of this Committee, or anyone on it, to go against the recomendations, where the officers
have considered the legal opinion far more carefully than we could.

Now, the question is, will there be legal proceedings?

Are the officers recommendations such that a legal dispute is likely to arise?

Or, are the officers recommendations such that a legal dispute is unlikely to arise?

Now to answer this, I'd like members of the Committee to look at the last sentence of paragraph 15, and I'm just
going to refer to two words in that sentence...

Chairman: [Interrupting]
Councillor Collins, I must stop you there because we're not actually considering, the report is on Item Agenda Item 5
yet, so if you are referring to Item Agenda 5, we are not considering that in Committee as yet. Your points are as to
whether or not to exempt this....

Cllr Collins:
Yes, exactly, Chairman. Exactly Chairman.

Chairman:
We are not considering the body of the Agenda Item 5 at this time.

Cllr Collins:
We're not considering Agenda Item 5, we're considering whether or not it should be discussed in public.

Chairman:
Yes.

Cllr Collins:
And because of that, I'd just like the Committee, in order to make a sound decison, to just look at that sentence, and
look at two words in that sentence.

The words are 'would avoid.'

Not could avoid, or should avoid, but *would avoid.*

Chairman:
No, Cllr Collins. We are not considering that report at this...

Cllr Collins: [Interrupting]
We're not considering that report, I agree Chairman, we're not considering that report, we're not....

Chairman:
.... So I ask you to draw your remarks to a conclusion, and then we can make a decison on whether or not to
exempt this item from the public.

Cllr Collins:
Chairman, we are considering whether or not to discuss this item, Item 5, in public or not.



Chairman:
Absolutely.

Cllr Collins:
Yes, and the reasons for exemption are: if there are not likely to be any legal proceedings, then there's no reason to
discuss, [Cllr Collins corrected himself] .... to exclude the public from this meeting, there are no reasons
whatsoever.

Chairman:
And is that your point Cllr Collins?

Cllr Collins:
Yes, and that point is made, is backed up by what the officers say in the report at Item 5

Chairman:
Thank you. I will then ask Councillor Redcliffe to make his points, and I must say that your error is that you're pre-
empting the decison of this committee on Item 5. [pause]. Councillor Redcliffe

Councillor Redcliffe:
Well I was going to do was actually second the proposal, now I don't think that's appropriate for me to do it at this
stage, but I was simply going to draw attention to the detail in the recommendation rather than repeating it, that I feel
that this is sufficient justification to be able to take this particular course of action, and it's very appropriate. I know
we don't often take it, and I think this is one occasion when we should, so I'd like to second the proposal.

Chairman:
Thank you, we haven't formally moved it...

Cllr Redcliffe
No

Cllr Collins [interrupting]
I've moved it.

Cllr Aitken [non committee member - as a not very sotto voche observation]
Different proposal.

Cllr Collins
I moved a proposal, Cllr Redcliffe has accepted, seconded.

Chairman:
Well, I don't...., [pause]

Cllr Redcliffe:
No

Chairman:
... that's the case is it?

Cllr Collins:
Mr Chairman...

Chairman [to Cllr Redcliffe}
That's not the case is it?

Cllr Redcliffe:
No.

Cllr Collins: [protesting]
Mr Chairman. Mr Chairman, My words, my words were that...

Chairman: [seeking to regain control of the meeting]
Cllr Collins!



Cllr Collins: [interjects forcefully]
Mr Chairman, I proposed that. Those were my words.

You can't say I didn't make a proposoition, and you cannot say Councillor Redcliffe did not second it.

Cllr Redcliffe:
I'm not seconding your proposal, I'm seconding..

Chairman:
There we are, thank you.

Cllr Collins: [interrupting]
Too late Councillor Redcliffe, you already have done.

Cllr Redcliffe:
Well, if you want to be disingenuous that's up to you but you know what the intention was.

Chairman:
Councillor Redcliffe, can I ask you are you withdrawing your seconding?

Cllr Redcliffe:
I will withdraw it to save any misunderstanding.

Chairman:
Alright, thank you. So Councillor Collins if you wish to make, if you are wishing to make this as an amendment that
you wish to put and propose that the public are not excluded, you will need a seconder.

Cllr Collins:
Mr Chairman, there hasn't been a proposition other than my proposition. I don't know if anybody is going to second it
or not, but that is what is on the table.

Chairman: [calls]
Cllr Singleton

Cllr Singleton:
Chair; I think before we can have an amendment, we need a proposal on the table first, and I think Cllr Collins has
raised an amendment, where in actual fact, there hasn't been a proposal yet.

Cllr Collins: [interrupting]
Mr Chairman, my words were 'I propose' - that is a proposal.

Chairman:
Councillor Singleton, are you proposing the recommendation on the exclusion of the public?

Cllr Singleton:
I propose the recommendation.

Chairman:
Thank you very much. Do you have a seconder?

Cllr Redcliffe:
I second it.

Chairman:
So in order...

Cllr Collins: [Interrupting and protesting]
Chairman, you're out of order.

Chairman:
If...

Cllr Collins: [Interrupting and protesting]



Chairman, you're out of order. Chairman you're out of order, I made a proposal.

Chairman:
Councillor Collins, if you wish to, you can put your proposal to this committee but you are doing so as an
amendment, and I require a seconder, and then we can have a vote.

Councillor Silverwood.

Cllr Silverwood:
Thank you chair, I had put my hand up to say I will second Councillor Collins.

Chairman:
Thank you very much. Thank you.

So now we have an amendment that's seconded and we're going to vote on that. All in favour of Councillor Collins
amendment please show.

[a vote is taken]

All against.

[a vote is taken]

Thank you very much.

So we go to the original recommendation by Councillor Singleton, seconded by Councillor Redcliffe. All in favour
please show. And all against.

[several members ask to have their names formally recorded in the minutes as having voted against the
'recommendation']

Chairman: [continuing]
Well, that's carried, I'm sorry it was a tortuous route, but that's carried, therfore may I therfore please ask the
members of the committee.....

[Press and public left at this point]


